Glossary

	anaerobic
	without the presence of oxygen

	CH4, methane
	gas produced when organic matter decomposes in absence of oxygen, main component in natural gas, powerful greenhouse gas

	CO2, carbon dioxide
	gas that is produced whenever organic matter is burned or decomposed, a greenhouse gas

	Coffe hurst
	Shells from the coffee beans

	fermenter
	container in which organic matter is decomposed to produce biogas

	fossil fuels 


	fuels formed by dead organisms millions of years ago such as coal, natural gas or natural oil



	
	

	global warming
	process of our atmosphere getting warmer because of human production of greenhouse gases

	greenhouse gases
	gases that trap heat energy in the atmosphere, such as water vapor, carbon dioxide, methane etc.

	Greenhouse gas emissions
	Emission by the industry. E.g. CO2 These should be lowered by law of the European Union

	landfill
	place where wastes are dumped, waste disposal site

	landfill gases
	gases that are formed by decomposition processes of wastes

	manure
	the droppings ( = wastes)of farm animals 

	municipal
	city-, of a city

	NOx, nitrogen oxides
	toxic gases that are produced when fuels are burned, e.g. in engines.

	organic
	Everything that comes from living organisms is called organic. Organic substances are mostly carbon compounds.

	Photovoltaic 
	Using the energy of the sun to produce elektricity 

	pollutant
	substance that pollutes (= reduces the quality of) air or water

	pyralises
	?

	renewable
	Energy sources which can be renewed (like a forest)

	sewage sludge
	solid residues after cleaning waste waters

	silage
	fodder for farm animals made of fermented crops (corn, cereals, grass…)

	sustainability/sustainable
	the potential to keep an ecological system healthy and diverse. Sustainable energies are energies that are based on resources that do neither run out nor destroy ecosystems. 

	wood chips
	residues of wood industry pressed into handy chips


